The Nuptial Mass 

Celebrating the Marriage of 
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      Bride’s Name 

And 

             Groom’s Name
Day, Month Date, Year
Name of Church

City, State

There are three things that last: faith, hope and love, and the greatest of these is 
LOVE.

- 1 Corinthians 13:13

Thank You!

Thank you for joining us in celebrating the beginning of our lives together! 
 Your presence means so much to us.

Thank you to our parents and family for everything you have done to help this day come together.  We love you so much!
Thank you to our bridal party for all your countless hours helping us plan for our special day.  Your time, talents and support helped make everything from our shower to our wedding day a truly special event.

Ceremonial Traditions

The Unity Candle
The candle symbolizes the Light of Christ, the same light the bride and groom received at Baptism and now receive again to lead them in their new life as a couple.  

The Rings

The circle has always had significance from ancient cultures to the present as a symbol of wholeness and perfection. Its endlessness is the perfect symbol of oneness and unity – no beginning, no end. It is also the symbol of the sun, earth and universe, and represents holiness, perfection and peace. 
The Celebration and Blessing of Marriage

Officiant 

Father  Name of Officiant
	Parents of the Bride
	Parents of the Groom

	Bride’s Mother    
	Groom’s Mother 

	Bride’s Father
	Groom’s Father


The Bridal Party

	Maid of Honor
	Best Man

	Name
	Name

	Bridesmaids and Groomsmen

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	Junior Bridesmaids and Groomsmen

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	Name
	Name

	
	

	Flower Girl 
	Ring Bearer

	Name
	Name


Entrance Rite

Prelude

( Song Title, Artist
( Song Title, Artist
( Song Title, Artist
Processional
( Song Title, Artist
Procession of Groom with his Parents

Procession of the Wedding Party

( Song Title, Artist
Procession of the Bride with Parents
Introductory Rites
Greeting

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:     Amen.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:     And also with you.
It is with great pleasure that we gather today to witness the joining of two hands, and two hearts in holy matrimony.  These two people, Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, have fallen in love so deeply, so completely, that today, they make a bond, a sacred covenant before God, whereby their hearts, their bodies, and their souls shall be united as one in marriage for the rest of their days.  
Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name’s families, together with their friends, each represent a circle of love.  A circle of love where members care for, and nurture each other, in times of joy and in times of sorrow.  Today, Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name join their lives together to make a new circle of love, one that overlaps with, and is made stronger by those from which it has emerged.  You have been invited here because of their special relationship with you, to witness the creation of this sacred bond. 

Opening Prayer

Father, you have made the bond of marriage a holy mystery, a symbol of Christ’s love for his Church.  Hear our prayers for Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name.  With faith in you and in each other they pledge their love today.  May their lives always bear witness to the reality of that love.  We ask you this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
All:     Amen.

Penitential Rite

My brothers and sisters, to prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries, let us call to mind our sins and ask the Lord for pardon and strength.
All:     I confess to almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned through my own fault (strike breast) in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do; and I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin, all the angels and saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Lord, have mercy. 
 All:     Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. 
 All:     Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 
 All:     Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and 
bring us to everlasting life.
All:     Amen.
Father, you have made the bond of marriage, a holy mystery, a symbol of Christ’s love for his Church; hear our prayers for Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name.  With faith in you and in each other they pledge their love today.  May their lives always bear witness to the reality of that love.  

We ask you this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. 

All:     Amen.

( Gloria (
All:     Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God Lamb of God You take away the sin of the world have mercy on us, you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading ……………………………..Name of Reader                                                         

A reading from the Book of Genesis                           Genesis 2:18-24
The Lord God said: “It is not good for the man to be alone.

I will make a suitable partner for him.”

So the Lord God formed out of the ground

   various wild animals and various birds of the air,

   and he brought then to the man to see what he would call them;

   whatever the man called each of them would be its name.

The man gave names to all the cattle, 

   all the birds of  the air, and all wild animals;

   but non proved to be the suitable partner for the man.

So the Lord God cast a deep sleep on the man, 

   and while he was asleep, 

   he took out one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.

The Lord God then built up into a woman the rib

   that he had taken from the man.

When he brought her to the man, the man said:

   “This one, at last, is bone of my bones

   and flesh of my flesh;

   This one shall be called ‘woman,’

    For out of ‘her man’ this one has been taken.”

That is why a man leaves his father and mother 

   and clings to his wife, 

   and the two of them become one body.

The word of the Lord.

All:     Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9

( Taste and see the goodness of the Lord (
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
All:     Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times;

   His praise shall be ever in my mouth.

Let my soul glory in the Lord;

   the lowly will hear me and be glad.
All:     Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Glorify the Lord with me, 
   let us together extort his name.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me

   and delivered me from all my fears

All:     Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,

  and your faces may not blush with shame.

When the poor one called out, the Lord heard, 

   and from all his distress he saved him.
All:     Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

The angel of the Lord encamps 

   around those who fear him, and delivers them.

Taste and see how good the Lord is; 

   blessed the man who takes refuge in him.
All:     Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Second Reading ……………………………Name of Reader                                                         

A reading from the Letter of St. Groom’s Name to the Phillippians      Philippians 4:4-9
Brothers and sisters:

Rejoice in the Lord always.

I shall say it again: rejoice! 

Your kindness should be know to all. 

The Lord is near.

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 

   by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

   make your requests known to God.

Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 

   will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, 

   whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
   whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

   whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
   if there is any excellence

   and if there is anything worthy of praise, 

   think about these things.

Keep on doing what you have learned and received

   and heard and seen in me.

Then the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord

All:     Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation ( Alleluia (                    Alleluia Verse: 1 John 4:16
Whoever remains in love,

Remains in God and God in him.
All:     ( Alleluia (
The Gospel & Homily
The Lord be with you.

All:     And also with you.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

All:     Glory to you, Lord.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 

   and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.

He began to teach them, saying:

 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

      for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

   Blessed are they who mourn, 

      for they will be comforted.

   Blessed are the meek, 

      for they will inherit the land.

   Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

      for they will be satisfied.

   Blessed are the merciful

      for they well be shown mercy.

   Blessed are the clean of heart, 

      for they will see God.

   Blessed are the peacemakers, 

      for they will be called the children of God.

   Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,

      for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

   Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you

      And utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me.

   Rejoice and be glad, 

      for your reward will be great in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:     Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Rite of Marriage

Loving Father, we have gathered to celebrate your gift of love and its presence among us.  We rejoice that two people have chosen to commit themselves to a life of loving faithfulness to one another.  We give thanks that we have experienced your love through the care and affection of these people.  We ask you blessing for Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name as they share their vows that will unite them in marriage.  To this moment they bring the fullness of their hearts as a treasure to share with one another.  They bring dreams which bind them together.  We rejoice with them as the outward symbol of an inward union of hearts…a union created by friendship, respect, and love. 

Dearly beloved Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name, you are here today to seal and strengthen your love with an eternal bond before the Church. Christ abundantly blesses this love.  He has already consecrated you in baptism and now He enriches and strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity. And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions.
Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?

Bride’s Name & Groom’s Name:   Yes, Father

Will you love and cherish each other as man and wife for the rest of your lives?
Bride’s Name & Groom’s Name:   Yes, Father

Will you accept children lovingly from God and bring them up according to the law of Christ and His Church?
Bride’s Name & Groom’s Name:   Yes, Father
Exchange of Vows
Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, since it is your intention to enter into marriage, join your right hands, and declare your consent before God and His Church.

Groom’s Name, please repeat after me.

I, Groom’s Name, take you Bride’s Name, to be my lawfully wedded wife, to have and to hold, to love and to cherish, from this day forward.  I will love you and cherish you all the days of my life.  I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, until death do us part.  
Bride’s Name, please repeat after me.

I, Bride’s Name, take you Groom’s Name, to be my lawfully wedded husband, to have and to hold, to love and to cherish, from this day forward.  I will love you and cherish you all the days of my life.  I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, until death do us part.  
You have declared your consent before the Church.  May the Lord in His goodness strengthen your consent and fill you both with His blessing.  What God has joined, men must not divide.  And I, by the authority of the Church, calling on all those present here as witnesses, confirm and bless the bond of marriage which you have contracted, in the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:     Amen.
Blessing of the  Rings
Bless O Lord, your servants Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name with sufficiency of material possessions which these coins symbolize so that they may use them to attain eternal life.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Bless O Lord, these rings so that your servants Groom’s Name and Bride’s Name who wear them may ever live in mutual love and in unbroken loyalty.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:     Amen.
Groom’s Name, give this ring to Bride’s Name and  repeat after me.
Bride’s Name, wear this ring as a sign of my love and loyalty. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Bride’s Name, give this ring to Groom’s Name and  repeat after me.
Groom’s Name, wear this ring as a sign of my love and loyalty. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Prayers of the Faithful
Reader: Reader’s Name
We have listened to the word of God.  Let us now ask God to listen to us, to bless our words of prayer which we offer for the people of the world.  
The response is, “Lord hear our prayer.”
For our Holy Father on earth, the Pope, all the bishops and the clergy everywhere that they may lead us to deeper faith in God and a stronger love for others, let us pray to the Lord.

All:     Lord hear our prayer.
For our president and all leaders of government that they may be effective in achieving peace and eliminating poverty, let us pray to the Lord.

All:     Lord hear our prayer.

For married persons that they may continue to give, be able to forgive, and find happiness deepen within the passing of each day, let us pray to the Lord.

All:     Lord hear our prayer.

For Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, now beginning their life together, that they may have divine assistance at every moment, the constant support of friends, the rich blessing of children, a warm love reaching out to others, and good health until a ripe old age, let us pray to the Lord.

All:     Lord hear our prayer.

For those who are sick, lonely, discouraged, or oppressed that they may be strengthened by God’s help and aided by their friends, let us pray to the Lord.
All:     Lord hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially the relatives and friends of Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, and of all present for this wedding, that they may enjoy perfect happiness and total fulfillment in eternal life, let us pray to the Lord.

All:     Lord hear our prayer.

For these personal needs which we mention now in silence (pause), let us pray to the Lord.  

All:     Lord hear our prayer.

O ever-living and caring God, Jesus taught us to ask, to seek, and to knock.  We have just done so, confident that you will now look upon our many needs, consider our trusting faith, and in your great love grant these requests which we present to you through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:     Amen.
the Unity Candle ceremony
Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name will light their Unity Candle with a 

lighted candle from their mothers, Bride’s Mother’s Name and Groom’s Mother’s Name.
Take the flame from the candles which your mothers have lit.  This center candle is a sign that a new family has been formed today blending all the love, traditions, and experiences you both shared with your individual families.  It also represents Christ, who has brought you both together for this moment and to remind you that He is with you always as a partner in you marriage, to guard and guide you in all that you do.
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Presentation of the Gifts……………Name and Name
(
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the bread of life.

All:     Blessed be God forever.

By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  It will become our spiritual drink.  
All:     Blessed be God forever.

Pray, brethren that our sacrifice of you hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his Church.
All:     May the Lord accept the sacrifice of your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his Church.

Lord, accept our offering for this newly married couple, Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name.  By your love and providence, you have brought them together; now bless them all the days of their married life.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:     Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you            All:     And also with you.
Lift up your hearts                  All:     We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:     It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Preface

Father, all powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks.  You created man in love to share your divine life.  We see his high destiny in the love of husband and wife, which bears the imprint of your own divine love.  Love is man’s origin, love is his constant calling, love is his fulfillment in heaven.  The love of man and woman is made holy in the sacrament of marriage, and becomes the mirror of you everlasting love.  Through Christ the choirs of angles and all the saints praise and worship your glory.  May our voices blend with theirs as we join in their unending hymn:

Preface Acclamation: (Holy, Holy(
Lord you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness.  Let your Spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy, so that they may become for us the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Before he was given up to death, a death he freely accepted, He took the bread and gave you thanks.  He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said:

Take this all of you and eat it.  This is my body which will be given up for you.  

When supper was ended, he took the cup.  Again he gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples and said:

Take this all of you and drink from it.  This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in memory of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

Memorial Acclamation: ( Christ had Died (
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
In memory of his death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this life-giving bread, this saving cup.  We thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.  May all of us who share in the body and blood of Christ be brought together in unity by the Holy Spirit.
Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, together with Benedict XVI our Pope, Bishop’s Name, our Bishop, and all the clergy.

Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to their rest in the hope of rising again, bring them and all the departed into the light of your presence.

Have mercy on us all; make us worthy to share the eternal life with Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, with the apostles, and with all the saints who have done your will throughout the ages.  May we praise you in your union with them, and give your glory through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. 

All:     Amen.

Communion Rite
With love and confidence, let us pray to the Father in the words our Lord Jesus Christ gave us:

All:     The Lord’s Prayer

The Nuptial Blessing

My dear friends, let us turn to the Lord and pray that He will bless with his grace Bride’s Name now married in Christ to Groom’s Name and that He will unite in love the couple He has joined in this holy bond.

Father, by your power you have made everything out of nothing.  In the beginning you created the universe and made mankind in you own likeness.  You gave man the constant help of woman so that that man and woman should no longer be two, but one flesh, and you teach us that what you have united may never be divided. 

Look with love upon Bride’s Name, your daughter, now joined to her husband in marriage.  She asks your blessing.  Give her the grace of love and peace.  May she always follow the examples of the holy woman whose praises are sung in the scriptures.

May her husband, Groom’s Name, put his trust in her and recognize that she is his equal and the heir with him to the life of grace.  May he always honor her and love her as Christ loves his bride, the Church.

Father, keep them always true to your commandments.  Keep them faithful in marriage and let them be living examples of Christian life.

Give them the strength which comes from the gospel so that they may be witnesses of Christ to others.  Bless them with children and help them to be good parents.  May they live to see their children’s children.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:     Amen.

Sign of Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: I leave you peace, my peace I give you.  Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom where you love forever and ever.

All:     Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:     And also with you.

Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
Breaking of the Bread: (Lamb of God (
Communion

Dear friends, this is Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  Happy are we who are called to His supper.

All:     Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.

May the body and blood of Christ bring us to life everlasting.

All:     Amen.

Communion Song
(
(
(
Prayer after Communion

Almighty God, may the sacrifice we have offered and the Eucharist we have shared strengthen the love of Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, and give us all your fatherly aid.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:     Amen.

Flower Offering 

( Ave Maria

Flowers offered to the Blessed Virgin Mary by the bride and groom.

Concluding Rite

Bride’s Name and Groom’s Name, now that you have received the holy sacrament of Matrimony, I admonish you to remain faithful to one another.
Bride’s Name, love your husband and be a good wife, persevere in faith and love and holiness.

Groom’s Name, love your wife as Christ loves His Church and live with her in the holy fear of the Lord.

 Final Blessing

 The Lord be with you.

All:     And also with you.

May Almighty God, with His word of blessing, unite your hearts in the never-ending bond of pure love.
All:     Amen.

May your children bring you happiness, and may your generous love for them be returned to you, many times over.
All:     Amen.

May the peace of Christ live always in your hearts and in your home.  May you have true friends to stand by you, both in joy and in sorrow.  May you be ready and willing to help and comfort all who come to you in need. And may the blessings promised to the compassionate be yours in abundance.
All:     Amen.

May you find happiness and satisfaction in your work.  May daily problems never cause you undue anxiety, nor the desire for earthly possessions dominating your lives.  But may your hearts; first desire be always the good things waiting for you in the live of heaven.

All:     Amen.

May the Lord bless you with many happy years together, so that you may enjoy the rewards of a good life.  And after you have served him loyally in his kingdom on earth, may he welcome you to his eternal kingdom in Heaven.

All:     Amen.

The mass is ended; go in peace

All:     Thanks be to God.

Recessional

(
23

